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Common Issues for Golf Professionals





Course Handicap

Under the Rules of Handicapping, a Course Handicap will be 

the number of strokes a player receives to play down to the 

Par of the tees being played. The formula is:

Course Handicap =

(Handicap Index x Slope Rating / 113) + (CR – PAR)

15





Course Handicap Calculation (without CR-Par)

Handicap Index – 0.0 Handicap Index – 15.0



Course Handicap Comparison (Scratch Player)

Handicap Index – 0.0

Without CR- Par 

Handicap Index – 0.0

Using CR - Par



Course Handicap Comparison (15.0 Player)

Handicap Index – 15.0

Without CR - Par

Handicap Index – 15.0

Using CR - Par







Quota Game using new World Handicap System Course Handicap values.             
- NOT INCLUDING 95% HANDICAP ALLOWANCE RECOMMENDATION



Quota using old Course Rating values from the USGA Handicap System





Handicap Allowances are recommended 

to provide equity for various forms of 

team competition.

Under the Rules of Handicapping, the 

allowance recommendations will be the 

same for men and women.

MATCH PLAY

Format: Allowance:

Singles Stroke Play/Stableford 95%

Four-ball Stroke Play 85%

Maximum Score Form of Stroke Play 95%

Best 1 of 4 Stroke Play 75%

Best 2 of 4 Stroke Play 85%

Best 3 of 4 Stroke Play 100%

All 4 of 4 Stroke Play 100%

Total Score of 2 100%

Foursomes 50% combined

Selected Drive (Greensomes) 60% Low + 40% High

Pinehurst/Chapman 60% Low + 40% High

Scramble (4 players)
25%/20%/15%/10% from 

lowest to highest handicap

Scramble (2 players) 35% Low, 15% High

STROKE PLAY

MATCH PLAY

Format: Allowance:

Head to Head 100%

Four-ball 90%

Total Score of 2 Match Play 100%

Foursomes 50% Combined

Selected Drive (Greensomes) 60% Low + 40% High

Pinehurst/Chapman 60% Low + 40% High

Handicap Allowances



Adjudicating Hole Par

Where hole lengths fall on a break point, it 

may be appropriate to designate par relative 

to the way the hole was designed to be 

played. For example, men’s hole lengths from 

all sets of tees on a specific hole lie within the 

recommended par 4 range, except for the 

forward tee at 250 yards. If the hole was 

designed to play as a par-4 hole, then it can 

be assigned as such.

The Allied Golf Association will have final say 

if there is a dispute.



Adjudicating Hole Par

Because of the new Course 

Handicap calculation, Net Par and 

Net Double Bogey, it’s important 

to have accurate pars for each 

hole determined for both men and 

women. Ideally par will be printed 

alongside each hole on the 

scorecard.

It is recommended that par is 

established in accordance with the 

hole lengths indicated in the table. 

The AGA can also take into 

consideration the way the hole is 

designed to be played. 

Par Men Women

3 Up to 260 yards Up to 220 yards 

4 240 to 490 yards 200 to 420 yards 

5 450 to 710 yards 370 to 600 yards 

6 670 yards and up 570 yards and up 



Playing Handicap

15x .85=13

Playing Handicap

= 

Course Handicap x Handicap Allowance

When handicap allowances are used in various formats of play, 

Course Handicaps are adjusted to make the competition 

equitable.

Within the Rules of Handicapping, the adjusted Course Handicap 

will be referred to as a Playing Handicap.

If different tees are in use, a player’s Playing Handicap is adjusted by the difference in Par.



Score Cards should make it clear the player knows both their 
Course Handicap and Playing Handicap each time they play.





Maximum Score for Handicap Purposes

Net Double Bogey

A player’s maximum hole score for handicap purposes, 

ensuring bad holes don’t impact a player’s handicap too 

severely.



The new term of Net Double Bogey is taken from 
language used in Net Stableford Competitions



Maximum Score for Handicap Purposes

+=Net double bogey Par
Handicap strokes received 

or given on a hole
2 +/-



Sample Table

Sample Table

Hole Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Hole Number 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

1 1    1 5     3 7       1 7       1 9       1 3       5    

1 2    4     1 6 8       2       1 8 6        1 0     1 4

The Rules of Handicapping will recommend using Course Rating data to rank 

the holes for Stroke Index allocation. The recommendation is to allocate odd 

strokes on the front and even strokes on the back.

Specific strokes will be allocated using three-hole clusters, with a 

recommendation for the #1 and #2 stroke holes in the middle clusters.

Back 9 

Front 9

Stroke Index Allocation



Hole 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Out

Par 4 4 5 4 3 5 4 5 3 37

S.I. 7 13 3 9 15 1 11 5 17

Score 5 5 6 5 4 6 5 6 4 46

Hole 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 In Total

Par 4 4 3 5 4 3 5 4 4 36 73

S.I. 8 12 18 4 10 16 2 6 14

Score 5 5 4 6 5 4 7 8 5 49 95

Sunnyside Golf Club

Bronze Tees Course Rating:  72.1            Slope Rating:  122

Name of Player:   Janet Smith

Course Handicap:    18

Application of Net Double Bogey Adjustment



Hole 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Out

Par 4 4 5 4 3 5 4 5 3 37

S.I. 7 13 3 9 15 1 11 5 17

Score 5 5 6 5 4 6 5 6 4 46

Hole 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 In Total

Par 4 4 3 5 4 3 5 4 4 36 73

S.I. 8 12 18 4 10 16 2 6 14

Score 5 5 4 6 5 4 7 8 5 49 95

Sunnyside Golf Club

Bronze Tees Course Rating:  72.1            Slope Rating:  122

Name of Player:   Janet Smith

Course Handicap:    18

7             = Net double bogey adjustment of -1

Application of Net Double Bogey Adjustment



Hole 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Out

Par 4 4 5 4 3 5 4 5 3 37

S.I. 7 13 3 9 15 1 11 5 17

Score 5 5 6 5 4 6 5 6 4 46

Hole 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 In Total

Par 4 4 3 5 4 3 5 4 4 36 73

S.I. 8 12 18 4 10 16 2 6 14

Score 5 5 4 6 5 4 7 8 5 49 95

Sunnyside Golf Club

Bronze Tees Course Rating:  72.1            Slope Rating:  122

Name of Player:   Janet Smith

Course Handicap:    18

7             = Net double bogey adjustment of -1

94

Score for Competition = 95

Score for Handicap Purposes = 94

Application of Net Double Bogey Adjustment





Is performed only once for a day.

Considers acceptable scores submitted on a golf 

course, including all rated tees and both genders.

Requires at least eight acceptable scores submitted 

by players with a Handicap Index of 36.0 or below.

Is applied in the calculation of score differentials for 

all players.

Includes both 9-hole and 18-hole acceptable scores.

Playing Conditions Calculation



Playing Conditions Calculation

When adverse weather conditions 

or abnormal course set-up causes 

scores to be unusually high or 

low on a given day, a Playing 

Conditions Calculation will adjust 

Score Differentials to better 

reflect the player’s actual 

performance.

The ‘PCC’ will be simple and 

conservative in nature and will be 

adjusted in integer values.

Range:  -1 to +3



For an 18-hole Score, a Score Differential is calculated as follows:

Score Differential =

Calculation of a Score Differential

(113 / Slope Rating) X (Adjusted Gross Score – Course Rating – PCC adjustment) 
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